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MATOS, Ana Cardoso e SALES, Telma Bessa. Conversando 

sobre Patrimônio Industrial e outras histórias: palavras, 

espaços e imagens. Sobral: Edições UVA, 2018. (E-book) 

 

The book Conversando sobre Patrimônio Industrial and 

other histories: words, spaces and images is the result of a 

postdoctoral work (2015 and 2016) by Telma Bessa Sales, History 

professor at the University of Vale do Acaraú, held at the 

Interdisciplinary History Center, Cultures and Societies of the 

University of Évora, in Portugal, under the supervision of 

Professor Ana Cardoso de Matos. Its great value lies in bringing 

Brazilian and European academic production, especially 

Portuguese, about “industrial heritage”. 

The text begins with a brief observation by Alessandro 

Portelli, Italian author and reference in the studies of orality, 

about beautiful ruins existing around the city of Rome. Unlike 

many other buildings that take thousands to visit the city, the 

furnaces of the old brick factories, which boosted the local 

economy and were a symbol of the Roman working class, are 

abandoned and escape the eyes of visitors, residents and, I 

venture to say , of many who research the culture. 

Furnaces, industrial buildings, pieces of machinery, “old” 

workers ‘villages and many other traces that tell us about those 

who “lived, worked, fought” and died in the factories’ daily lives 

are scattered throughout Rome and elsewhere chants, which not 

even his great empire reached. 

The “industrial heritage”, therefore, is a set of cultural 

goods of a material and immaterial nature, which register 

https://historiaassis47.wixsite.com/zume


 

Zumé 
Boletim Eletrônico do Núcleo de Pesquisa e Extensão em História, Filosofia e 

Patrimônio (NATIMA), Juazeiro do Norte, vol. 2, nº 1, 2020. 
 

ISSN 2675-0201 
 
 

~ 204 ~ 
 

industrial development and social experiences, of “knowing how 

to do”, of “having and being”, resulting from this process. You 

can also contemplate landscapes that take shape due to the 

presence of buildings, electrical networks, rail tracks, set of roads 

and other equipment that serve the movement of machines, the 

flow of goods, the coming and going of people and everything 

else that it does require industrial production. 

Throughout the book, we can participate in 11 (eleven) 

intriguing conversations from the teacher. Telma Bessa with 

distinguished Portuguese and Brazilian researchers, members of 

several research and teaching institutions who, in common, also 

dedicated themselves to thinking about “industrial heritage”. 

The authors, through a difficult sewing of questions and 

answers, only possible those who have extensive experience in 

working with Oral History and who, in particular, dominate the 

theme that motivated the meetings, bring to the reader the 

illusion that he is himself that is in front of each interviewee. 

In the interviews we find the report of people who, since 

very young, are dedicated to thinking who we are, as social 

beings, what we do, what we choose to remember or forget in 

time. Therefore, the conversations are, in general, bring the 

report of academic trajectories, teachings about research in 

Human Sciences, impressions about many spaces of culture and 

knowledge in the world, balances about the state of the art, 

reflections about what has been accomplished and what can be 

done in the interdisciplinary and political field that covers 

cultural heritage. 

The first two interviewees, Professor Jorge Custódio, 

retired from the University of Évora and Professor José Manuel 

Morais Lopes Cordeiro, professor at the University of Minho and 

Director Museum of the Textile Industry of the Ave Basin, are 

pioneers in the construction of the research field on “industrial 

heritage” and tell us about his efforts to found graduate 

programs, propose disciplines, consolidate lines of research, 

academic journals and even promote preservation policies in 

Portugal. 

The professor and librarian of the National Library of 

Portugal, Maria Luisa Ferreira Nunes dos Santos, a former pupil 
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of Jorge Custódio, tells us, especially, of the creation of the 

Industrial Archeology Association of the Lisbon Region, founded 

in 1980, which brought together researchers History, 

Architecture, Engineering, among other areas to act “in favor of 

the study and preservation of industrial memory”. 

Following the professor of the Master in Museology at 

the University of Nova Lisboa and technician of the Ecomuseum 

of the city of Seixal, Maria da Graça da Silveira Filipe, and 

professor Maria da Luz Braga Sampaio, present at this event, 

member of the Institute of Contemporary History at the 

University Nova de Lisboa and author of the thesis “From the 

factory to the Museum: identification, inheritance and diffusion 

of technical-industrial culture”, awarded by the Portuguese 

Association of Museology, in 2016, add to the discussion on the 

foundation, operation and educational work of museums, in a 

time when these institutions, as Maria da Graça argues, are 

experiencing “unfair competition with various communication 

dynamics, from social networks”. 

Professor Guilherme Pinheiro Pozzer, at the time of the 

PhD interview in History at the University of Minho, opens the 6 

(six) interviews of Brazilians and brings us important issues 

related to the railway heritage, threatened by the retraction and 

dismantling of the companies and the train system in the Brazil 

that, in the past, has boosted socio-economic growth in Brazil. 

The surprise is that, according to the author, the difficulties of 

preserving this heritage, as well as others related to factories and 

companies, are also under threat on the other side of the 

Atlantic. 

Professor Paulo Fontes, from the Getúlio Vargas 

Foundation of Rio de Janeiro, presents considerations about the 

industrial heritage and the history of some cities in the state of 

São Paulo, highlighting the history of social struggles and union 

activism. 

Professors Beatriz Mugayar Kuhl, from the History 

Course at the University of São Paulo, and Cristina Meneguello, 

from the History Course at the University of Campinas, explain 
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how the discussion about industrial heritage in Brazil arrives and 

reflect on the actions arising inside and outside of Academy. 

Finally, Professor Ana Paula Bitencourt, from the 

National Historical and Artistic Heritage Institute (IPHAN) of 

Pernambuco, returns to the theme of railway heritage and 

presents and some legislative and public policy changes for the 

knowledge and preservation of Brazilian history's heritage in the 

last century. 

In closing, it is important to note that at the end of each 

interview, the authors invite teachers to encourage new 

generations to approach studies on industrial heritage. Upon 

completion of the book, it is almost impossible not to respond to 

the call. 

Tradução: Assis Daniel Gomes 

Translation: Assis Daniel Gomes 
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